U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

DEPARTMENTAL REGULATION 1043.032

SUBJECT:

DATE:

Reest abl i shnent of the Advisory June 19. 2000

Comm ttee on Universal Cotton Standards

ori: Agri cul tur al
Mar keti ng Service

PURPGOSE

The Universal Cotton Standards Advisory Commttee
was established on June 6, 1989 under provisions of
t he Federal Advisory Commttee Act, as anmended. The
Comm ttee was reestablished in 1991, 1994, and 1997
for two-year periods and is hereby reestablished.
The purpose of the Committee is to review the

Ameri can Upl and Cotton Standards which are prepared
by the Departnment of Agriculture (USDA), and to make
recomendati ons to USDA concerning establishnent and
revision of the standards. The marketing of U.S.

Upl and cotton will be supported and abetted through
recommendations fromthe world wi de cotton industry
in the devel opnment of Standards for U S. Upl and
cotton. (Forty percent of the 1997-98 U. S. Upl and
cotton crop was exported at a value of $2.5
billion.) This advisory commttee provides for
participation by donmestic interests as well as the
foreign cotton trade in making reconmendations to
USDA concerni ng changes in standards.

SPECI AL | NSTRUCTI ONS/ CANCELLATI ONS

The purpose of this Conmttee cannot be acconplished
in less than 2 years, and reestablishnment is in the
public interest. No other existing commttee can
conplete the review function. Unless renewed, this
regulation will expire 2 years fromthe date of
filing.
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This regul ati on supersedes Departnmental Regul ation 1043-32
dated June 4, [997.

3 OFFI CERS AND MEMBERSHI P

The comm ttee chairperson shall be selected by the
commttee fromanong its nenbers. The Executive
Secretary shall be the Deputy Adm nistrator of the Cotton
Program of the Agricultural Marketing Service of USDA.

Committee nmenbers fromthe donestic industry will be
appoi nted by the Secretary of Agriculture.

Equal opportunity practices in accordance w th USDA
policies will be followed in all appointnents to the
comrittee. To ensure that the recomrendati ons of the
comm ttee have taken into account the needs of the diverse
groups served by USDA, nmenbership shall include to the
extent practicable, individuals with denonstrated ability
to represent mnorities, wonen and persons with
disabilities.

Commttee nmenbership will consist of the foll ow ng:
a Representation by Domestic Industry

The U.S. cotton industry's commttee nenmbership will be
conprised of 12 producers and gi nners,

6 representatives of nmerchandising firnms, and

6 representatives of textile manufacturers. Each nenber
wi |l have one vote. Accordingly, voting privileges wll
be divided as foll ows:

(1)U. S. producers and ginners - 12 votes;
(2)U S mer chandi sing firns - 6 votes;
(3)U textile manufacturers - 6 votes.

b Representation by Foreign Signatory Associ ations

There will be two nenbers from each of the
foreign signatory associations. These commttee
menmbers wi Il be designated by the respective
signatory associations. Menbers will segregate
into groups representing foreign signatory

mer chant associ ati ons and foreign signatory
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spi nner associations with voting privileges
di vided as foll ows:

(1) Foreign signatory merchant associ ations - 6 votes;

(2) Foreign signatory spinner associations - 6
vot es.

4 DUTI ES

a The conmmttee will review the Universal Standards for
Anmerican Upland cotton which are prepared by USDA and neke
recomendations to the Adm nistrator of the Agricultura
Mar keting Service regarding the establishment, revision, or
change of the standards.

b The vote of the committee and any comments received
pertaining to the establishment, revision, or change of
the standards will be published in the Federal Register.
The di sposition of recomendations which pertain to
policies and progranms of USDA shall be the sole
responsibility of USDA, in accordance with Federal Laws
and Regul ati ons.

5 ESTI MATED ANNUAL OPERATI NG COST

Al'l menbers shall serve wi thout conpensation, but nmay
recei ve reinmbursenent of travel expenses and per diemin
accordance with USDA travel regulations for the attendance
of domestic industry nmenbers at mneetings.

The estimated average annual cost of operation for the term
of the conmmittee is $20,000 with .25 staff years.

The estimate of costs is based on an assunption that two
meetings will be held during the 2-year |ife of the
commttee. These costs shall be paid fromuser fees
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coll ected under the United States Cotton Standards Act (7
U S.C. 51-65).

6 NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF MEETI NGS

It is anticipated that two neetings will be held during the
comrmittee' s existence.

7 REPORTS/ SUPPORT

a Staff support essential to the execution for the
committee's responsibilities shall be provided by the
Agricul tural Marketing Service.

b The commttee reports to the Secretary of Agriculture
t hrough the Assistant Secretary for Marketing and
Regul at ory Prograns.

- END-



